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BAPTIST 


\ \ E need to inform the generalityof 

that many’wife. and good men amongit us 
ave long. ardently wifhed to fee fome proper | 

method adopted, by which young men, whom | | 


miniftry, might receive fome proper in=- 


cred office. Many have greatly exerted themfelves 
to bring forward this important defign into exes 
cution.. It has been the fubjeét of confideration 
in our churches, and our annual Affociations ; and 
have now the pleafure to announce the com- 
mencement of it. We therefore take this method 
of addreffing the Body of General. Baptifts at ay 


- 
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Divine Providence has apparently defigned forthe 
Etions, the better to qualify them for thiat fa- 


large, and_weferioufly requeft their united and . 


vigorous fupport, while we earneftly pray thatthe | 


a” 


God and Father of all our mercies may be pleafed. 


to fmile upon ourfeeble efforts, and crown them = 


with fuccels,, for the glory of his adorable namé,, 
and the {piritual welfare of fucceeding genera 


fome, 
defign, and others imay be prejudiced againft it, 


frome a miftaken conception of its natuté-apd. 


endency, we fhall freely ftate fome of our 
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y be, hitherto unacquainted withour: . 
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for it, and of the views #ve have of its importance 

Let it be firft obferyed, ‘that our defign is by no 
means to make minifters. This we confider as en- 
tirely the work of Ged. We wifh that none a 

| have the advantages of this inftirution, but thofe 

who ave firft truly conyerted; who are regular 
and refpectable members of fome of our churches; 
who have exercifed their-abilities in a probationary ‘ 
way among their brethren; who are believed by 
the churches to which. they, belong, to es 
natural abilities for the gofpel miniftry ; and who, | 
as fuch, are recommended by thofe churches, to 
partake of thefe advantages. 
~ We confider an inftitution of this kind as very 
important to mankind, from a view of the nature 
and extent of the minifterial fun@ion. 

he Minifters are called to inftru&' men of various 


‘claffes on the great fubjects which belong to their 
| ‘everlafting peace and happinefs. Can they do this 
with effect, uulefs they are able to exprefs them- 
‘felyes with propriety? Certainly, without fuch 
ability, they muft often expofe themfelves, and 
the caufe they would ferve, and labour under many 
inconveniencies. Our firft objeé& is, therefore, to 
make them well acquainted with theEnglith tongue. 
Minitters are called to reafon with men, that by 
the bleffing of God, they may convince and per- 
fuade them. . Is it not then, neceflary that they 
fhould be able ‘to think clofely and clearly, that 
they may place divine truth in the moft advantage- 
‘ous light; and arrange and ftate all the arguments 
which the f{cripture fupphes for the purpofe of 
convincing and perfuading men in that manner 
which is moft adapted to engage the attention and 


bilby affect the hearts of their audience? On thefe 
therefore, we with our young preachers to 
ave fome proper 
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_Minifters, are called to read, recommend, and 
ftudy the Bible, as the Book. of. God, which is 
able to make-men wife to falvation. Now though 
we gratefully acknowledge that the moft .effential 
truths and.duties of réligion aré plain and eafily 
underftood ;. yet we are affured, theré are fome 
{criptures fo difficult, that.the ‘¢ unlearned and un- 
** ftable ma “wreft th | 
2 Pet. iii. 16. To give young met thofe inftruc- 
tions which may énable thein, as fat as poffible, to 
underftand and to illuftrate, thefe more difficult 
parts of Sid ahaks as well as to improve plain onés 
to. vantage, is what wé éarneltly deéfire. 
_, Again, che Book of God, which mimmiftérs are 
called to ftudy and to jlluftrate, for the falyatio 
and edification of men, contains various hiftories, 
alludes to various ufages, fpeaks of multitudes of 
places and times, and, contains magy prophecies, 
of events, which took place long ago, are now 
taking place, will take’ place. in ages yet 
tocome. -It is evident in, theory, atid every one 
who has made the trial knows: by éxpérience, that 
not one of théfe parts of {cripture Car bé Under- 
ftood, without fome previous. inftruction.” To 
give young, mén, who are’ called. ro thé miniftry, 
thefe previous inftructions, and to direct them in 
the proper methods.of obgaining more\inftructions 
by their own induftry, afterwards, are othér objects 
of the inftitution, now in, our viel ee 

In the {criptures, fpiritual things are often re- 
prefented by natural things, many of which are 
very much unknown by common readers. This 
is a very pleafing and very inftructive method of 
teaching mankind, But Vithout foitie knowledge 
of the works of nature, by which fpiritual things 
are fo often reprefented, thefe {criptures cannot be 
illuftrated to the advantage of our hearers. On 


em. to their own deftruction.”’ 
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‘hie fubje&s, therefore, young preachers 
ht to be inftruéted, 
here are alfo many tropes, and figures ufed in 
{eriptures, and in all good writings, which 
re beauty to the fubjefts, and have a fttik- 

e&t on the minds of men. But their beauty 
ds a great meafure and their encrgy canh 
be fo much felt, without fome pious ‘knowledge 

age 

We may. further obferve, t feriptures 
were written in Hebrew. and ‘Greek. "We have 
indeed: good. Englifh tranflations of them. Yet 
all who are acquainted with the fubj ect, know, not 
only that there. is great leafure. in reading the 
feriptures ‘in. their original’ languages; but that 


‘there are, many, beauties ‘in the originals, which 


cannot be fo, happily transfuled into any ‘mere 
tranflation, “Befides, minifters are fometimnes Call- 
ed, not ofly ‘to iMlufirate, but to’ defend ‘the truth. 
The adverfaries ‘oF the tnith will, oftén carp at the 
tranflations, ‘and "by. that ‘means ‘thofe 
who 'ate ignorant of the orgial. “A Tinifter 
who knows not the original language, in this cafe, 
fiands: on very  difadvantageous ground. ‘Ir is, 
therefore, very defirable that, ‘at leaft, fome of our 
young minifters, as time and other circumftances 
admit. of it, fhould bePtaug ght the Hebrew and 


Greek languages. 


It is evident ‘alfo, that minifters are ‘called to 
addrefs the various powers and paffions of men, 
and ought to have fome knowledge of human 
nature, They have to teach men of various 
claffes, and in varions relations, and very different 
circumfances of life. They muft give inftruc- 
tions, directions and advice, and adminifter con- 
folation, to each, according to his fituation. This 
requites that they think copioufly, and in a regular 


manner, ‘on divine They ailfo to 
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tolarrangé and their thoughts, 
that they may give every one his portion’ m due 
feafon.”. For thefe’ purpofes, previous readin 
. the holy f{criprures, with careful attention _ ane 
-earneft ‘prayer, ‘under the direction, "aad" with the 
affiftance of a judicious ‘and pious tutor, 
Now, “beloved Brethren, the ‘inftitution ' which | 
you are requefted to white in isdefgm- 
ed to give young men, the truth of whofe conver 
fion ‘to Chrift is {ufficiently evinced, who. ap 
to ‘have natural’ abilities ‘for the’ gofpel miniftry, | 


anid to’ the advantage of thofe among 
ily atknowledeed, ‘that inthe fpaceof 


oi Ge two, or three’ years, no préat progrefs can | 
be made in the various fttidies' ' above-mentioned; | 
efpecially Where "there has’ not ‘prévioufly beeha 


tolerable foundation’ laid for them at the grammar- 

{chool, not’ always" ‘the cafe. Bat 
it' will* certainly "be ‘no {niall advanrdge to ‘young 
minifters, and to their refpeftive congregations, a 
if* they only’ made “acqtiainted with “the . 
Eleménts of Biblical to think 
_clofely,” inftraéted inthe rules) of Interpretation 
arid Criticifm ; and dite@ted to the moft proper . 
books, and moft proper methods of ftudy in forure ~ a 
life. Thefe things, with fuchdiré€tionsasthay 
be given in ftated Lectures, {elected for the pur- | ) 
pofe, and in occafional Obfervations, 

. the peculiar doétrines of the gofpel, niuft aay 
ome 


| 
= 
fare. 
and are recommended ‘by the churches to whict 
4 ‘belo t g, fo much | “on the fev 
| above-mentioned, as the iffate of y 
finarices time they can-employ in’ previow 
ftudies;** and “other circuniftances will permit: a 
This, !it “is hoped;'they will be able to execute 
- 


( 6 } 
fome very good effects in thofe who have the head 
and the heart of a gofpel minitter. | 

Befides, in order that young men may purfve 
even thefe elementary ftudies to real advantage, it 
is of great importance that they have ume, retire- 
ment, and eafe of mind, in the profecution of 
them. Otherwife, when they are furrounded with - 
embarraflments and perplexities, arifing from their 

oral office, and their fituations in the world, 
they will find it very difficult, in fuch circum- 
ftances, to make any tolerable progrefs in facred 
literacure. Thoufands have. proved the truth of 
this by painful experience. . Very few, even ufeful 
minifters, have ftrength of mind fufficient to la- 
bour in thefe purfuits, to any great purpofe, and © 
to grapple with the difficulties of their office and 
fituation at the fame time, unlefs they have laid a 
good foundation, prior to their entrance upon the 
work of the muiniftry. 

Having ftated thefe faéts, the truth of which 
will not. de difputed by capable judges, it is rea- 
fonable to hope that many prejudices againft the 
defign in queftion will be obviated. As this, — 
however, may not be univerfally the cafe, we think 
it not improper to mention a few contiderations, 
which, it is apprehended, will further conduce to 
vindicate and to promote the defign; here recom- 
mended to the attention of all our General Baptitt 
Brethren. 

1. Allow us, in the firft place, to fay, We are 
perfuaded that want of confideration is frequently 
a principal caufe of miftakes in judgment ; and of 
again{t things in themfelves, laudable 
and beneficial to mankind. We therefore earneftly 
entreat, that you would ferioufly review, and deli- 
berately confider, the nature and extent of the 
minifterial office, as already briefly laid before you. 
_ When you have done that, Brethren, reflect, as % 
the 
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tie prefence of God (for we are not dealing in 
trifles!) and afk yourfelves if it» be rational to 
fuppofe that a young man, tsken from the manual 
labours of life, and plunged into the midft of fo 
many difficulties, in a work of fuch vaft moment, 
fhould be able, with propriety, to execute this 
high and holy charge, for the purpofes defigned 
by our great Lord and Law-giver? But fuppole 
(which 1s not unfrequently the cafe) that the young 
man in queftion, is ftill under the neceflity of 
conneéting fome fecular employment with the la- 
bours of the miniftry, how is it poffible that he 
fhould acquit himfelf with any good degree of 
refpectability, or labour with advantage and fuc- 
cele, forthe real inftruction and edification of men, 
without fome fuch previous preparation as that 
which has now been recommended ? 

2. Confider, in the next place, the general 
opinion of mankind on this fubyeét, Not ungodly 
men; but the wifeft and beft of men in all ages. 
Have we not accounts of the {chools of the pro- 
phets in the Old Teftament? Did not our blieffed 
Saviour keep his difciples, for fome time, under 
his eye and direction, before he fent them out to 
preach his gofpel? Did he not converfe with ~ 
them, and give them further inftructions, after his 
refurrection? Did he not, after his afcenfion, 
impart to them fpiritual gifts? When thefe ex- 
traordinary gifts became unneceflary, did not the 
Chriftian church take methods fuch as- we now 
recommend, to inftruct thofe.who were called to 
the miniftry, or who appeared to be poffeffed of © 
natural abilities for it? Have not the wifeft and 
_beft of men, in all ages fince, encouraged fimilar 
methods of inftruétion? Do they nor encourage 
them at this day? Have not all denominations, 
except the General Baptifts, (unlefs we alio ‘except 
the people called Quakers) inititutions for this 
purpofe ? 
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-furnifhed for the execution of their high and holy 


$59 

irpofe ? We are perfuaded;. Brethren, and @e 
lieve you ate péfoaded too, that the General 
Baptift caufe is the beft caule in the world, Ought 


we not, then, to exert ourfelves in the fupport of — 


it, in fome proportion to it’s value? Ought, we 


__ to be fingularly deficient in thofe exertions, which 


have always been, and {till are, fo generally ef- 
teemed.; and which, when properly conducted, 
are fo eminently conducive to the fupport and 
promotion of every religious intereft upon earth ? 
It is»worth our confideration whether the 
principles and conduct of all mankind, in all the 


other concerns of life,’ do not warrant, and, even 


require our attention to this defign. . Do not all 
men fee, and perpetually confefs, the impropriety 
of undertaking a work of which we have not {ome 
previous knowledge? Why do. youths {pend fo 
many years in attending to previous -in{tructions, 
in order to be qualified for the feveral branches of 
trade and merchandize?, Orfor the two learned 


profeffions of law, and miedicine? Of all profef- 


fions, that of the chriftian miniftry is incompara- 
bly the moft important, and fome parts of it are 
difficult and laborious, perhaps, beyond any other 
in which mortals are employed. The preparatory 
inftructions, for which we are now pleading, will 
certainly make many parts of it lefs difficult, and 


enable minifters to perform the whole, much more | 
_ to the advantage of mankind. On every account, 


therefore, they are proper, and, in no inconfidera- 


ble degree, neceflary.. 


4. We might appeal, on this fubject, to thofe 
minilters who are in all refpects the moft richly 


function. Men of real piety; of truly evange- 
jical principles; of genuine experience; who 
have been the moft.ufeful to mankind ; who have 


* 'educa- 


the beft natural parts; who have had the beft — 
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(9) 
education ; and who have made the acdui- 
fitions in facred learning. Do thefe accomplifhed 
minifters think they know too much? Far from 
it. .Do they not willingly and frequently confefs 
that they are {till defective ? On making enquiry, 
you will find they do. What, then, muft thofe 
whofe natural abilities are not very bright ; and 
who have had little or no education? To thefe 
uneducated minifters we in the 
'g. Next place, make our ap They under- 
ftand fome of the plain parts of fcripture; though 
in the illuftration and proper improvement even of 
thefe, they labour under many and great difadvan- 
tages. But as to many other parts of {cripture, 
they cannot even guefs at their meaning; and dre 
far from being able to deliver their thoughts on 
which ts acceptable to ons of cultivat $5 
and refined They deeply. feel, 
Brethren, their want ‘of that affiftance, of which 
we earneftly with that none of our minifters may, 
in future, be deftitute. _ | | | 

6. May we not alfo appeal to our le them 
felves? Efpecially thofe whofe minifters have not 
the furniture for which we are now pleading ? 
Do thefe our brethren, feel no wants? Are they 
apprehenfive of no deficiencies? Do they not 
know that many are difgufted with the ignorance 
of their minifters? Do not they themfelves often 
meet with difficulties. in reading the fcriptures, 
which their minifters are unable to folve? Do 
they not frequently wifh for thofe inftructions.on 
many parts of the divine will which their minifters 
are totally unable to give them? Do they never 
hear dotrines and faéts fo aukwardly ftated, and 
fo unhappily exprefled, that fome are diverted, 
fome provoked, and others ready to hang down’ 
their heads with fhame? God ferbid that the 
| B defects 
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defeé&ts of any man fhould be unneceffarily ex- 
pofed! Orherwife. you know, Brethren, that this 
is a fubject which admits of much enlargement : 
May .your reflections upon it fo operate as to pro- 
duce 4 defired effect ! 

7. May we not further appeal to the condué& of 
our dered on all public occafions, where large 
multitudes come together to hear the word?. Are 
not thofe minifters whofe furniture is very {mall, 
generally, on thefe occafions,.kept out of our 
pulpits, and thofe whofe qualifications are thought 
to be fuperior generally requefted to engage? 
This conduc of our churches is certainly very 
proper. It difcovers true wildgm, and a concern 
for the public welfare... But does it not decidedly 
prove the neceffity.of minifterial furniture, in 
order that the truths of the gofpel may be recom- 
mended to men of all ranks and characters, with 
re(pectability ; and in fuch a manner, that ‘‘.thofe 
who feek_ occafion, may not. find occafion” to 


‘eject them? Does it not, confequently, afford a 


decided proof that we ought to. exert ourfelves in 
purfuit of the object:now before us? 

8. May we not argue from the general ufeful- 
nefs of thofe minifters, fuppofing them equally 
«alive to God,” and active in his fervice, who are 
belk qualihed for the duties connected with their 
office? We. readily allow that. divine truth is of 
fliperior value to every thing that a minifter can 
pofltls befides. We grant likewife, that. when 
piinifters who are truly converted, and lively, and 
vigorous for Chrift, and preach the genuine gofpel 
freely, they may be, and often are, in many re- 
{pects, very uleful; though not eminently qualified 


with what we:haye above called facred learning. 


Nor would we change one of thefe plain, illiterate 
minifteis for many others, who have nothing but 
human learning to recommend them; cven though 


thefe 
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thefe latter could talk like angels. It is alfo ac- 
knowledged that we all have too many deficiencies ; 
and are fur from having any reafon to boaft of 
our ufefulnefs. But certainly a minifter who i 
qualified to teach and adyife his fellow creatures 
on many facred fubjects, on all occafions; to write 
for the benefit of others with tolerable acceptance; 
and to be an inftructor of the rifing generation, 
has capacities for ereater ufefulnefs than thofe who 
can only be employed, and that very imperfectly, 
in one of thefe departments. We may therefore 
confidently hope that by the infiitution now com- 
mencing, if properly conducted, many of our 
rifing minifters may be qualified for much greater 
good to men, than thofe who are deftitute of their 


advantages. 
f | his: Brethren, we have ftated a few facts, with 
as much fimplicity, as we know how to do ir; and , 


| befeech you to furvey and conficer them with the 
} ferioufnefs and impartiality which their importance 
) demands. The tubject, indeed, 1s very copious ; 
and, did not this Circular Letter require brevity, 
we might enlarge upon it to a much greater ex- 
| tent. It has nleafed God, of his infinite mercy, 
to fucceed our feeble endeavours to revive an 
) intereft, that, by neglecting the peculiar doctrines 
of the gofpel, had, in many places, almoft funk 
i into oblivion. So long as we are zealous in the 
propagation of evangelical truth, that truch which 
| fo eminently tends to ar humble tHe {finner, to exalt 
| ‘the Saviour, and to promote holinefs,” we fhall 
certainly continue to be fuccefsful. Burt it cannot 
be fairly denied that our caufe has been confider-. 
ably injured, as by other means, fo particularly, 
by the incapacity ‘of {ome of our preachers. To, 
prevent furure injuries of this’ kind ‘is our earneft 
defire, We fincerely wifh that, ‘none, in future, 
may be called to this momentous employ, who do 
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pot give good proof that they are ‘‘ renewed in 
*¢ the {pirit of their mind;” that they cordially 
love the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel; and 
have fome natural ability to preach them. Wher- 
ever this foundation is firft laid, the inftrudctions 
for which we are now pleading, will be of effential 
fervice: and we pray that God may fo difpofe 
your minds to encourage the inftitution in queftion, 
that, if poflible, every one of thefe young preachers 
receive fome advantage from it. 

t is very certain, Brethren, that though prefent 
times are trying, we cannot confcientioufly plead 
inability for the fupport of fuch an inftitution. 
Let us gratefully acknowledge the goodnefs of 
God in our annual increafe, both of numbers and 
of property. In both thefe refpe&s, our increafe 
has been confiderable, every year, fince our con- 
nection was formed. As to numbers, the minutes 
we publifh, from our annua] Affociations, bear 
witnefs of the grace of God, beftowed upon us. 
Our increafe in property cannot be reafonably — 
difputed, It is well known to many of you, that 
a very ref e officer of one of owr churches, 
a man of the beft information, who is remarkable 
for his cautious. temper, and care never to exagge- 
rate, lately sralenbed tha following ftatement to a 
-Bumerous public Affembly, in favour of this de- 
fign. _ ** 1am well convinced of the ability of that 
“* extenfive connection I have alluded to, being 
s* fully adequate to the undertaking. From a very 
** long acquaintance with our own church, I do 
** not hefitate in afferting that it is 10,000l. (I 
‘¢ @ight have faid much more) richer than it was 
** twenty years back, - And I know that to be the 
cafe with fome of our fifter churches, in propor- 
* tion to their numbers.” | 
Many can atteft, if needful, the truth of our 
Brother’s aflertion, Where, then, can be the ww 
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ficulty of depofiting a few thoufands for this faered 
purpofe? And what can be more reafonable than 
to make, in this, or fome fimilar way, a grateful 
acknowledgement of the great goodnefs of our God 
to us asa people? We forbear, dear Brethren, 
to multiply arguments. We rejoice in hope that 
this important fubje@ will foon be feen, by us all, 
in it’s proper light. With refpe& to the means of 
carrying our important defign into execution, and 
your readinefs to contribute to the fupport of it, 
we only cite the words of the great Apoftle. May 
they ever have their proper effe&t, both on your 
hearts, and on our’s! 

“ He that foweth fparingly, fhall reap alfo fpar- 
“‘ ingly: and he who foweth bountifully, thall reap 
*‘ alfo bountifully. Every man, as he purpofeth 
* in his heart, fo let him give; not grudgingly, or 
* of neceffity; for God loveth a cheerful giver.” 
2 Cor. ix. 6, 7. 


P.S. It may not be improper to inform thofe 
Brethren who are not apprized of it, that at our 
laft annual A flociation, this fubje& was introduced, 
and half an hour was fet apart for one Brother to 
give his thoughts upon it. This he did; and 
afterwards a letter of confiderable length, written 
by a Brother of Loughborough Church, was read 
to the afflociated Minifters and Reprefentatives, 
After a ferious difcuffion, it appeared to be almolt. 
Our unanimous opinion that it was our duty to — 
profecute our defign with vigour -and refolution. 
Accordingly, Twenty-five of the Brethren then 
prefent, made their donations, as a foundation for 
the execution of this laudable defign; the fum of 
which amounted to 174I. 17s. 6d. and eight per- 
fons engaged, by fubfcription to pay annually the 
fum of 16]. May this fmall beginning be attended 
“with the {miles of our heavenly Father! May a 
ftructure 
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ftraéturé be ere&ed on this foundation which may 
{tand to the glory of our God and Saviour, to the 
lateft generations! 

The aflociated Brethren, at the fame time re- 
folved, that the following perfons be a committee 
to conduf this bulinels, till the next Affociation. 

Jofeph Johnfon, William Parkinfon, Benjamin 
Pollard, Thomas Trueman, all of Quorndon. 
Thomas Pickering, John Bakewell, both of Cattle 
Donington. Samuel Deacon, jun. of Barton. 
John Deacon, of Leicefter. Robert Smith, John 
Afhwell, Samuel Heard, all of Nottingham. 

Refolved, that Samuel Heard, William Parkin- 
fon, and John Bakewell, be Treafurers, 
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To the Public at large. Particularly 
to the General Baptifis. 


On THURSDAY, Fes. 1, 1708, 


WILL BE PUBLISHED 


General Magazine, 
PRICE SIX-PENCE, 


(To be continued Monthly) 


Undertaken at the Requeft of many, Minifters 
and Others; and condudted Py a Society united 
for that Purpofe. 


THIS publication is intended for the Amufement, In- 
ftruction, and Edification of all Serious Readers; though 
fome parts of it will have a fpecial refpect to the Baptitts. 
The Editors wifh to admit nothing as a part of it’s con- 
tents, inconliftent with this profefled defign of it. Con- 
troverfy will be avoided. But whatever, in the opinion 
of the Editors, will furnifh amufement for Serious Chrif- 
tians, and cooled to their initruction and edification, will 
be gratefully acknowledged, and re gularly inferted. 
That fome judgment may be formed of it’s Contents and 
Merit, the following general account of the Subjects in- 


tended to be principally kept in view, is fubmitted to the 
candid Reader. 


I. Biography, Short Memoirs of the Lives of learned, 
pious, and ufeful men.. Sometimes of the Lives and 
Deaths of wicked men, efpecially the Perfecutors of thofe 
who have atted confcientioufly in Religious matters, 


II. Baptift Hiftory. Memoirs of thofe who have been 
friends to the Baptift Intereft, or contributed to the fup- 


port of it. ‘This part will contain fome particular ac. 
counts of the Rife, Progrefs, and Prefent State, of thoie 
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